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Anotation

The principle of self-determination of a nation is one of the universally recognized principles of
international law. In modern international law, its relation to other principles leads to different
opinions. The urgency of this issue is due to the fact that in almost every state there are minority
groups, part of which strugles in regard to right to self-determination, that sometimes implies
secession as well.

The latter contradicts such important principle of international law as the territorial integrity of the
state. The increased amount of armed conflicts has revealed that key issues related to this principle

pose a major problem in international law.

The main goal of the presented research is to define correctly who should be given the opportunity
to exercise right to self-determination fairly, so that the separatists do not violate the principle of
territorial integrity and sovereignty by taking advantage of this right.

The goal of the presented research is to determine the correlation between two universally
recognized principles of internation law- self-determination and territorial integrity, particularly,
which of the above mentioned principles are prioritized in practice; To determine the specific
circumstances, that have an effect on which of the above mentioned principles take primacy.

To compare, at a scientific and theoretical level, the implemented or unimplemented external self-
determination - secession, in the context of the discussion around Kosovo and Abkhazia, on the basis
of which a scientific conclusion will be made on the righteousness of the right to self-determination
and secession of Kosovo and Abkhazia. It is advisable to scientifically explain and analyze the modern
perception of the right to self-determination and subsequent secession in contrast to the classical
perception and to determine whether Abkhazia has the right of self-determination and secession

from a modern international law point of view.
Based on the purpose of the study, the research objectives are defined as follows:

1. To determine the circumstances, in which, applying the principle of self-determination, the
realization of the right to self-determination is legitimate;

2. To identify the factors which give self-determination and secession legal primacy over the
principle of territorial integrity;

3. To study the legal and political discourse, which led to Kosovo’s secession
To study the Abkhazian conflict’s historical and legal prerequisites.

5. Based on comparative analysis, the possibility of generalizing the Kosovo precedent, in

regards to Abkhazia should be analyzed.



For a comprehensive analysis of research questions, the following research method are used:
historical research method, systematic and logic research method, the comparative-legal method,
which has a special significance for the mentioned thesis and legimetric research method. The
relevant conclusions are reflected in the study based on the comparative analysis of individual cases.

In classical internation law, international legal principles were placed at the same level. Classical
approaches to international law change along with the stages of development of society.

The right to self-determination was only used by peoples living under colonial regimes. The question
of who has the right to secession based on the principle of self-determination is still controversial in
internation law. An in-depth study of the issue has revealed that there is no codified, uniform and
clear definition of the exercise of self-determination. Separatist entities benefit from the ambiguity
of the principle of self-determination at the international legal level, which requires the
establishment of an unambiguous standard.

As a result of the analysis of the scientific literature studied in the presented research, the dynamics
of historical and political events, and existing internation legal norms and practices, scientifically
substantiated answers were proposed to determine the set of circumstances in which self-
determination and secession are given priority over the principle of territorial integrity.

In the process of studying the possibility of generalizing the Kosovo precedent to Abkhazia,
fundamental differences were revealed, both from a historical and legal point of view, as well as in
terms of the anatomy of the conflict and its consequences.

As a result of the study of the events that developed during the Abkhazian conflict, the convention
on the prevention and punishment of the Crime of Genocide was studied and, using the comparative-
legal method, the actions listed in article 2 of the above mentioned convention were compared with
the crimes committed against ethnic Georgians in the Abkhazian war. The international community
qualified the conflict as ethnic cleansing of Georgians and to this date the genocide of Georgians in
Abkhazia has not been recognized, either within the country, at the state level or by the international
community. However, new scientific conclusions have been made based on the above mentioned
convention, which substantiate the genocide of ethnic Georgians in Abkhazia.

The presented research consistently discusses the important issues that ensure the achievement of
the research goal. The first chapter discusses the right to self-determination and the stages of its
development, including such important concepts as "peoples”, "minorities” and "indigenous peoples".
The second chapter analyzes the issue of the territorial integrity of the state in international law and
its definition within the Monroe Doctrine; the threats of encroachment of Territorial Integrity in
modern International Law is also discussed in detail.



To reinforce the theoretical part of the research with the practice and to achieve relevant research
objectives, the third chapter is entirely devoted to the Kosovo precedent, anatomy of the conflict,

involvement of international organizations in the conflict resolution process and its consequences.

The fourth chapter is related to the Abkhazian conflict, in particular the anatomy of the conflict,
causes and its consequences. The chapter also discusses in detail the role of the UN and the OSCE in
the conflict resolution process. The last paragraph is dedicated to the actions taken by Russia, which
recognized Abkhazia as an independent state and the attitude of the international community on

this issue.

The final part of the paper presents the results of the research and author’s evaluations of the
mentioned issues; it also provides author’s vision and recommendations for the modern
interpretation of universally recognized principles of international law.



