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Annotation

The dissertation concerns the determination of the status of the members of a
large family and the family-marital rights according to the old Georgian law. In the
work, the forms of the historical development of the family are, discussed. In the
history of Georgia, the "big family" occupied the same worthy place as in all
patriarchal cultures. The family, on the way to its development, went through three
most difficult stages: clan, great patriarchal, and individual. The origin of the
primitive farm and kinship formed the clan and clan community, the first step of
which was a matriarchy, where the woman was the leader of the family and farm.
Which gave their children a family name and inheritance, gradually this rule
changed, and matriarchy was, replaced by a large patriarchal family. A man became
the head of the ancestral community. At the end of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th century in Georgia, as well as in the mountainous regions of the
Caucasus, two types can be, observed: the coexistence of an individual or small family
and a patriarchal family of the same large family.

The work describes the structure of a large family, which was, built on the
composition of family generations. The age and gender of the family members were
noteworthy. The number of working and non-working members of the family was
important. Family members were, united by the common agricultural and family
property, on which they had equal rights and obligations. The family community was,
aimed at increasing property and strengthening the family economically. The rights of
family members were, regulated by customary law norms. The eldest man of the
family was, appointed as the head of the big family, who managed and led the family
affairs. There were three types of big families: brotherhoods, cousins, and fathers.
Since pre-feudal times in Georgia, such families have been determined by the family's
economic needs. The strength of the big family was based on its multi-membership
and the members' ability to work. Despite the unlimited power of the head of the
family, he did not represent the sole ruler of the family community, he took into
account the common interest of the family members and made decisions on important
family issues after agreeing with them. In certain regions of Georgia, there was an
exceptional case when the oldest woman was elected as the head of the family. In the
monuments of Georgian law: in the laws of Monuments and In Agbugha Laws, the
undefined rights of the father of the family are outlined, although they are softer than
those of the father of the Roman family. The elder woman was the second person in
the position of the housewife of the family, who was in charge of managing women's
affairs. This function of a woman is also characteristic of the people of the Central
Caucasus.

In the work, there is extensive talk about the customary rules of marriage and
divorce in Georgia. Where we will find references from different times, therefore
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they are collected from ancient Georgian law, ethnographic materials, works of
scientists, and ancient Georgian monuments. The research showed us that premarital
activities preceded marriage in Georgia, it started with a pre-engagement relationship
and betrothal, which finally ended in marriage, even a minor was, placed in a cradle.
Active in this deal: parents, mediators, matchmakers, and others. The will of the
persons to be married was rarely taken into consideration. Those who broke the
engagement without any reason would be fined.

There should be no obstacles to marriage. Over time, this institution shared the
interests of the parties to be married and was included in the legal framework of the
civil contract. In the paper, for a comparative analysis, engagement according to
ancient Roman law is also considered.

In early-feudal and late-feudal Georgia, the legal status of a woman, who was in a
more oppressed position compared to a man, is defined. For violation of family and
moral norms, a woman is, lynched: they put her in a "Ritual of carving», they hung
them on a shameful pole, they cut the braid, cut the nose, etc. Moreover, a man's
betrayal of his wife is not, considered a reason for divorce. In the Middle Ages, it is
not possible to destroy a family by a woman's initiative, unlike the Roman rule. In the
same period, the wife was "simply beaten", for which the husband was not severely
punished. The head man of the family always tried to protect the interests of the
family and keep the heir, it was not in the interest of the family to let the woman go
for no reason because during the divorce she takes her "dowry" back, which is an
important share of the family's common farm.

The personal property of a woman in a large family is analyzed: "dowry" and
"bride's personally owned dowry", which was a movable property given to a woman
by her parents at the time of her marriage, could not be used by another adult
member of the family at his own discretion. In the upper class of society, a woman
inherited land in the form of real estate, and in a large family where several
generations of brothers and cousins lived together, it was impossible to give another
real estate to a woman except for a dowry. The ancient lists of "dowry" have been
collected from the historical archive of Georgia in the form of manuscripts, which
were made in two copies, one of which was taken by the woman to her husband's
family, and the other was kept by her parents. Bride's personally owned dowry was a
beneficial property, which consisted of the bride's personally owned dowry, and from
the increment, the woman had more rights to it than to the dowry. At one time, both
"dowry" and "bride's personally owned dowry" were typical in a large family. With
the formation of individual families, their merger took place, and "bride's personally
owned dowry" was added to the "dowry" composition.

Also, the rules of family divorce and the distribution of family property in some
parts of Georgia are discussed. The research showed us that divorce and distribution of
property was an important issue for the family, the reason for the divorce was
everywhere for a similar reason, both in low and high social circles. During the

73



divorce, the father's opinion was of great importance. When there was a dispute over
the division of property in the family, the intervention of outsiders was a necessity, in
which mediators were involved, and divorce documents were written on the above.

At the end of the research, the paper contains the final statements that were
developed by the author as a result of the study of the issue and the list of used
literature.
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