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Resume

The thesis provides the assessment of effectiveness of the
women NGO-s in the process of development of the civic society,
protection of women’s rights and interests and establishment of gender
equality in the country. The opus deals with the analyses of the
influence of the women NGO activities over the decision-making process
of public entities and governing structures. Some major factors
contributing to the successful implementation of those influences
together with the circumstances that obscure their positive implications

are highlighted herein as well.

The thesis contains the introduction, three chapters and nine

sub-chapters. The bibliography is provided in the appendix.

The first chapter gives the conceptual analyses of the notion of
the Civic Society in genital, followed with some insights of basic
particularities related to the process of origin and development of civic
society in the Post-Soviet Georgia and of some intrinsic behavioral
trends in the country. The understanding of the civic society has its

history and evolution. More and more frequent referral to this term
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started in the XVIII c. Europe, while in earlier times this notion had not
been given any considerable attention to, due to the generally accepted

theory that the state and the society represented an undividable unity.

All important theoretical concepts about the civic society and
approaches towards it are examined herein. Provided that the research
is focused on the assessment of the role of women NGO-s and of the
effectiveness of their activities throughout the country, the Civic Society
Concept offered by Michael Edwards has been chosen as the model one
out of the wide range of researches on the issue. According to this
particular concept, which we consider as the most specific and relevant
due to its foundation on the most visible and measurable parameters and
indicators- the three functions and roles of any civic society are crucial.
They are as follows: Civic Society as the way of associational life, good
society and public sphere. The separation of civic society functions and
their analyses give much better possibilities for more true assessment of

initiatives, programs and activities of civic organizations.

All theorists of civic society are unequivocal on its assessment
that it is the sphere of community life made of various groups of people
organized voluntarily and autonomously on the bases of self-

organization and self —governance that represent the interim agent
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between the State and the Business. The civic society contains numerous
organizations, movements, unions, formal and informal associations. The
civil society is the field, where general public unite voluntarily under
public initiatives, act independent of the state, and undertake collective
measures and efforts to reach particular goals. The resent past has been
marked out by the considerable increase of the number of NGO-s — on
of the most effective instruments of the civil society and of their

influence over the public sphere.

The second chapter of the thesis deals with the activities of civil
society related to the issue of gender equality and gives the retrospect of
public activities of Georgian women in the country in this particular

darea.

Though relatively new a topic throughout the academics, the
issue that gender is directly intertwined within the context of civil
society is widely debated view. The theory and practice of civic society
itself originated within the strictly stratified patriarchal system. Both the
civic society and public space were monopoly of their mail members,
thus the understanding of citizenship was totally related to the masculine
phenomenon. Activities of female members of the society were quite

limited and basically focused on personal sphere of the negligible scale.
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Following the 1980-es the feminist researches have casted
doubts upon the existing theories on civil society and definitions given
therein. Many claims and objections were put forward. Based on the
analyses of the history of feminist movement that is one of the topics of
this chapter, it has undoubtedly been established that the feminist
movement is directly connected with the civic society. The history of
feminist activist groups of the late XIX- early XX cc. provide good
example of the very successful organization of associative groups (that
are one of the basics of any civic society) of women, well articulated
expression of their requirements and interests, demands for their rights,
all through the effective use of different tools and ways provided by the

civic society.

In 19th Century in Georgia similar issues were put forward and
gradually gained their significance. Thanks to the activities of the group
of Georgian female public figures and their cooperation with the press
the topics of the women’s role and destination within the society became
widely discussed. The three most famous celebrities of that woman
activist group, Barbare Jorjadze, Ekaterine Gabashvili and Kato Mikeldze

and their legacy is particularly highlighted in this chapter. This overview
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gives a good insight of the origin and early stages of women’s movement

in Georgia.

The third chapter provides the overview of the undertaken
research. The strategies and mechanisms employed by the women
organizations to influence the decision-making process of the public and
government bodies are analyzed in details, examples of the most notable
cases of public support and recommendations given are provided and the
results of successful advocacy of female issues are delivered. Institutional
procedures and means of provision of aid and consultation used by the
women’s organizations during the process of advocacy are explained.
With this being said, some obstacles that diminish women’s
organizations to the level of technical expertise only, instead of them

being the active participants in the decision-making are brought to light.

For the research purposes the methodology of the semi-
structural in-depth interviews has been employed, with the target group
made of the experts in the female issues, who, at the same time are the
representatives of women NGO-s, their heads and/or the project
managers in the respective field. All of them are well experienced and
equipped with theoretical knowledge and practical know-how and have

won several target-grants. They were connected through the
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information kindly provided by the organization “Women’s Fund in

Georgia.”

Promotion of gender equality, general observation of female
rights, facilitation of more direct engagement of women in political life
of the country, campaigns against gender discrimination, harassment and
domestic violence, protection of economic rights and independence of
women are the basic issues that are on the agenda of women’s NGO-s in
Georgia. The respective activities for the achievement of these aims
include: various researches and polls, reach-outs, trainings, TV and radio
talk shows, free legal advisory meetings, face to face meetings, legal
initiatives and critical study of the related legislation, sharing expertise

and experience, know-how, organization of conferences and workshops.

The considerable increase of activities of the women in the
voluntarily organized public sphere and bringing to daylight of broad
spectrum of female problems can be attributed to the activities of
women’s NGO-s. Intercommunication within the network of women’s
NGO-s has also been improved and many of them are now actively
cooperating with media. Public awareness on gender issues has greatly
been increased thanks to these quite diverse activities. The attempts of

women’s NGO-s to gain the influence over the public policy —making
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through various leverages is the most important trend of current times.
For this purpose, they closely cooperate with official entities. Despite
some really important achievements, it hasn’t yet been possible to launch
a real public movement of female citizens of the country due to still
persistent social and cultural norms, that quite frequently are
discriminative towards women. Besides, the county lacks any
longstanding tradition of mass public movements whatsoever. On the
background of economic difficulties this issue has not yet won sufficient
number of supporters. Increase of public awareness on gender issues and
establishment and further development of Gender institutional leverages
and tools can be regarded as the most valuable credit of women’s NGO-
s on the way of building of solid civic society with deep -rooted
democratic institutions and culture. Generally, the situation looks quite
promising in terms of achieving gender equality throughout the country

in the not very far prospect.

The research has revealed that women’s NGO-s in Georgia have
accumulated considerable knowledge and experience enabling them to
positively influence the processes leading to the irreversible
establishment of effective civic society on the principles of equality,

cooperation and mutual respect. Establishment of new and the
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empowerment of already active strong networks of females, their
cooperation with business and public sectors on the principles of mutual
benefit will create a solid frame for the women of Georgia to be the
respected and rightful citizens of the country, not the subordinates or

secondary ones.

Some conclusions and recommendations based on the results of
the research are provided in the final part of the thesis. Bibliography is

given at the end.

Conclusions and recommendations based on the results of the
research will enable the interested public to understand in details the
role of the woman’s NGO-s in the process of development and farther
improvement of the civic society in the country as well as for her further

democratization in general.

The civic society in the country has been undergoing
considerable positive structural modifications towards the better state
where the gender equality is coming to be its undividable component.
Based on the results of this research more detailed and in-depth studies
of the problematic issues related to gender equality can be undertaken in

future. We also hope that its outcomes might be useful for training

63



coerces and programs in related fields. Moreover, the results can be used
during the process of elaboration of the state policy towards civic society
improvement and gender equality as well as during the preparation of

the relevant legislation.

In conclusion, let me express the sincere hope that the material
obtained throughout the research together with conclusions and some of
the generalizations provided in these theses will, at list to some extend
narrow the gap that is still noticeable in Georgia in the field of political
sciences in general and public activity and gender equality issues in

particular.

64



